
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
CHURCHBRIDGE HELD IN THE CHURCHBRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE DINING ROOM 
LOCATED AT 116 VINCENT AVE. IN CHURCHBRIDGE, SK. ON OCT 16, 2023. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Present: Mayor- Bill Johnston 
   Councillor- Russ Thies  
                             Councillor-  VACANT 
   Councillor- Jim Gallant  
    Councillor- Terissa James at 7:16 pm  
    Councillor- Tracy Swereda  
    Councillor- Nick Thies 
 
    Relief Administrator – Debra Shaw 
    Assistant Administrator – Tasha Hykawy 
   
CALL TO ORDER: 
A quorum being present Mayor B. JOHNSTON called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Mayor acknowledged that we are on Treaty 4 Land. 
 
Mayor extended the congratulations to the Evergreen Senior’s Club for 50 years of 
operation. 

  
AGENDA: 

452-2023 SWEREDA - THIES N.: That Council approves the additions to the agenda as attached. 
  CARRIED 

 
 COUNCIL MINUTES: 
453-2023: THIES N. – GALLANT: That Council approves the Special Council Meeting minutes from 

Sept. 18, 2023 as presented.  CARRIED 
 
 COMMITTEE MINUTES: 
454-2023: THIES N. – SWEREDA: That Council approves the Swimming Pool Committee minutes 

from Sept. 19, 2023 as presented.  CARRIED 
 
 COMMITTEE MINUTES: 
455-2023: THIES N. – SWEREDA: That Council approves the Arena Operating Board minutes from 

Sept. 6, 2023 as presented.  CARRIED 
 
  COMMUNICATIONS: 
456-2023 SWEREDA - JAMES: That Council approves the list of correspondence. CARRIED 
 
 BUSINESS ARISING FROM COMMUNICATIONS: 
457-2023 SWEREDA – JAMES: That Council responds to a letter from UMAAS/SUMA regarding 

CAO’s that are leaving the job.  CARRIED 
 



 INFORMATION FROM COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Parkland Regional Library Mtg. – Oct. 28, 2023 in Melville, Sk. 

   
 REPORTS: 
458-2023 THIES N. – THIES R.: That Council accepts the reports from the Town of  
 Churchbridge standing committees, the Administration report and the Foreman’s  
 Report.  CARRIED 
 
 INFORMATION FROM REPORT’S: 
 COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES:    

1. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION: Nothing to Report 

2. PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

 -      Fire Department: Fire Hydrants are being flushed. 

- OH&S: Nick Thies – Nothing to Report 

- Bylaw Enforcement: Bill Johnston, Nick Thies, & Terissa James – Dealing with 

1 long term offender having their trailer on the street – they moved that 

trailer and brought in another one – ongoing enforcement. Put in 

Newsletter & Facebook this Bylaw regulation.  

3. TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE:  Pedestrian Crossing lights are being put in by ATS 

at the Rankin Road and Prothero Avenue intersection.   

4. ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT:  Landfill decommissioning contractor started;  

Transfer site is being moved to front of site ; complaints about difficulty getting 

garbage into bin – request Transfer Site Attendant to have the end of the bin open 

so garbage can be walked in; signs at the site need to be updated – Office will talk to 

Transfer Site Attendant about covering some wording on the sign; 2nd free 

materials drop-off day was extremely busy with some operational problems noted 

for next year. 

5. PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:   

- Churchbridge Business Association: Terissa James & Nick Thies – For June 

Daze the committee is looking at having a portion of Vincent St. temporarily 

shut down – they are beginning the negotiations with Highways now; Town 

Council members would like to participate in June Daze by lending their 

labour to help set it up and to tear it down; Sign that was received a few 

years back has not been put up – office will do a work order for public works 

staff. 

- Community Economic Development Committee: Nick Thies and Terissa 

James – Nothing to Report 

- Parkland Municipal Development Committee/Area Meetings: Vacant 

- Enriched Housing: Nick Thies – Nothing to Report 

- School Liaison: Terissa James – Nothing to Report 

6. RECREATION & CULTURE:    

- Arena Operating Board: Tracy Swereda – The Town Administration team will 

be assuming the role of Treasurer for the Arena Board – Relief CAO will be 



meeting with Justin Kornaga for the transition of the Arena books; ice is in 

with 1st practice today; 1st shift was on over the weekend; New refrigerator 

is in; questions arose around students being hired to work at the rink – 

Relief CAO said all 14 & 15 year olds must take the Young Worker Readiness 

Certificate Course and present Certificate to Office before working in the 

rink.    

- Recreation Board: Bill Johnston – Community Christmas Banquet is 

scheduled for Nov. 24, 2023 – tickets to the banquet will be sold through 

the Town Office and Credit Union. 

- Library Board: Bill Johnston – Repairs regarding the sewage problem at the 

Library have been done and looks good – needs flooring tiles and someone 

will have to be hired to do that – Administration will look after tendering re: 

Town Policy; The installation of weeping tile at the Library will not happen 

this year; it, including the application of “Blueskin” to the foundation before 

seeping tile is installed, will be put into the 2024 budget. 

- Aquatic Centre: Vacant  - Everything has been winterized and shut-down. 

- Walking Path: Russ Thies – Nothing to Report 

- Cemetery Committee: Bill Johnston/Jim Gallant – The 2023 contractor JKA 

Enterprises will not be mowing the cemetery in 2024 – Committee will re-

tender in the spring. 

- Campground Committee: Russ Thies – Nothing to Report 

- Friends and Family Community Foundation: Tracy Swereda – Nothing to 

Report 

- Churchbridge in Bloom: Terissa Prince – Nothing to  

- Evergreen Club: Bill Johnston – Excellent Event on Saturday 

7. UTILITIES: Nothing to Report 

8. SUMA: Jim Gallant: He attended and hosted the SUMA mtg. in Yorkton – 30 people 

attended – the SUMA governance structure is under review with a package coming 

out in Feb/March on that review; Nick has a resolution for SUMA Convention that 

he will forward to Relief CAO for review and comment; SUMA Website has lots of 

templates that can be used – need to develop an exit form for employees when they 

leave. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

1. Parkland Regional Library Board: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report 

2. Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Ass.: Russ Thies – Nothing to Report 

3. East Central Transportation Planning: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report 

4. ECTPC Executive Council: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report 
5. Parkland Municipal Development Committee/Area Meetings: Vacant 

6. Yellowhead Highway Association: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORT 



1. Schedule for Council Mtgs., Strategic Planning Mtgs. and upcoming educational 

sessions has been given to Council. 

2. Schedule on work done for Town of Churchbridge has been given to Council. 

3. Report that Sherry did on the Swimming Pool will be made available to Council and 

Public Works Foreman. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

1. Winterization of all water lines done at the pool, campground, sportsground. 

2. Landfill – shack has been moved, electronics moved, metal pile picked up but more 

came in on Free Community Day. Cement blocks are being moved tomorrow.  

3. Street sander has been put back together and is working 

4. Crane will be here tomorrow to finish ATS Pedestrian Crossing job. 

5. Service Roads and arena, Pool and curling rink parking lots have been graded. 

6. Water wellsite is done except for gravelling the driveway and seeding grass – stayed 

within $10,000 budget 

7. Catterall & Wright are working on the specs. needed for a new pump 

8. Pump Motor is being repaired. 

9. Truck at Esterhazy Ford is within our price range – put in “New Business”. 

10. Town of Saltcoats needs a casual Water Treatment Plant Operator for a few days so 

its operator can go on holidays in November. 

 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM REPORTS: 

PURCHASE OF TRUCK 

459-2023 THEIS N. - GALLANT: That Council approves the purchase of a 2014 Ford F150 ½ ton  

truck from Esterhazy Ford for the price of $32,854.89 with GST of $1,479.95 being  

included in price; there was no trade-in.     CARRIED 

 

FOREMAN HELPING TOWN OF SALTCOATS 

460-2023 JOHNSTON – THEIS R.: That Council approves offering to share its Foreman with the  

Town of Saltcoats, it is so wishes, when the Saltcoats Water Treatment Plant Operator  

goes on holidays.  The towns have shared Water Treatment Plant Operators in the past  

when needed.  Saltcoats will be billed at the Churchbridge Town Foreman’s wage rate,  

plus mileage.        CARRIED 

 

  PURCHASE OF PORTABLE AIR COMPRESSOR   

461-2023 JAMES – THEIS N.: That Council approves the purchase of a gas-powered portable air  

compressor for approximately $2,000.00 – taxes will be extra.  CARRIED 

 

POLICY MANUAL CHANGE 

462-2023 THEIS N. – SWEREDA: That Council approves changing the policy on selling gravel to  

ratepayers – Section 12.4.2 SALES – Gravel (Traffic/pit run), Gravel (A Base) and Sand  

will no longer be sold to ratepayers or made available to them – there are lots of  



contractors around the area that can supply the ratepayers needs. CARRIED 

 

 

LOT 3, BLOCK N, PLAN #62Y08275, EXTENSION 0 

463-2023 JOHNSTON – SWEREDA: That Council approves the Administration continuing the  

investigation of the bankruptcy of the owner of the above noted property and report  

back to the next Council mtg. on the investigation.   CARRIED 

 

 LIST OF ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL: 
464-2023 GALLANT – JAMES: That Council approves the list of accounts for:  

1. Cheques # 13706-13762 - minus cheque #13715 – Total - $118,629.52 
2. Utility payments of $9,219.94; 
3. Subtotal = $127,849.46.      CARRIED 

 
 Councillor Gallant declared a pecuniary interest and left the room. 
 
465-2023 THIES N. – JAMES: That Council approves the payment of cheque #13715 in  
 the amount of $900.00 for a Grand Total of payments of $128,749.46. CARRIED 
 
 Councillor Gallant returned to the room. 
  
 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
466-2023 THIES N. - JAMES: That Council approves the Financial Statement and Bank  
 Reconciliation for the month of August 2023.    CARRIED  
  

NEW BUSINESS: 
ENGINEERING FOR LANDFILL DECOMMISSIONING PROJECT 

467-2023 THIES R. - GALLANT: That Council approves the engineering bill from Tetra Tech Canada 
Inc. for the landfill decommissioning project at the cost of $126,302.24 with taxes in – 
this amount can be applied towards the total for the grant.  CARRIED 

 
 RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR 
468-2023 THIES N. – JAMES: That Council accepts with regret, the resignation of Councillor  
 Antosh-Cusitar, due to her moving out of Town.  CARRIED 
 
 ELECTION – APPOINTMENT OF RETURNING OFFICER 
469-2023 THIES N. – JAMES: That Council appoints Tasha Hykawy as the Returning Officer for the  
 up-coming by-election.  CARRIED 
  
 ELECTION – RETURNING OFFICER APPOINTS ELECTION OFFICIALS 
470-2023 JOHNSTON – GALLANT: That Council acknowledges the appointments of election  
 officer’s made by the Returning Officer, Tasha Hykawy: 
 Deputy Returning Officer – Debra Shaw  
 Poll Clerks – Debra Shaw, Tasha Hykawy.  CARRIED 
 
 ELECTION – BY-ELECTION DATES 



471-2023 THIES N. – THIES R.: That Council sets the dates for: 

• the call for nominations starting Oct. 24, 2023 

• the nominations being received in office up to November 8, 2023  

• the by-election date set for December 13, 2023 

• Election hours are 9:00 am to 9:00 pm, Monday to Friday  CARRIED 
 
 
 PBI EDUCATIONAL MTG. 
472-2023 JAMES – THIES N.: That Council approves the attendance of the Assistant Administrator  
 at the upcoming workshop hosted by Professional Building Inspectors; in-house training  
 is done Oct. 31 from 10:00 -11:00 am; there is no charge for the educational workshop. 
   CARRIED 
 
 MUNISOFT – CUSTOMER PORTAL & DEDICATED “IT” SERVICES 
473-2023 JAMES – THIES N.: That Council approves the purchase of Munisoft’s premium customer  
 portal and dedicated information technology services for a setup fee of $500.00 and an  
 annual fee of $125.00 which includes 15gb of online storage for our documents. 
   CARRIED 
 
 BYLAW 2023-013 – AMENDMENT TO 2017-011 ZONING BYLAW 
474-2023 THIES N. - JAMES: That Bylaw #2023-013, being an Amendment to the 2017-011 Zoning  
 Bylaw, be introduced and read for the first time.    CARRIED 
 
  PUBLIC NOTICE FOR BYLAW 2023-013 – AMENDMENT TO 2017-011 ZONING BYLAW 
475-2023 THIES N. – JAMES: That Council approves the Public Notice requirement of the Zoning  
 Bylaw by setting a Public Mtg. for 7:00 am on Nov. 20, 2023 to hear any objections and  
 questions to the proposed amendment.     CARRIED 
  
 BUILDING PERMIT – LOT 6-7, BLOCK 35, PLAN#83Y01582 
476-2023 JAMES – THIES N.: That Council approves the building development permit for Lots 6-7,  
 Block 35, Plan #83Y01582, that would see a 10’x16’ shed placed on the property,  
 pending all building details and setbacks meeting set requirements. CARRIED 
 
 ARENA CARETAKER 
477-2023 JAMES – SWEREDA: That Council approves the recommendation from the Arena  
 Operating Board to hire Sheldon Kaminski as the Arena Board Caretaker for the 2023- 
 2024 season at the rate of $1,650.00/month.  CARRIED 
 
 ARENA ZAMBONI DRIVER 
478-2023 THIES N. – SWEREDA: That Council approves the recommendation from the Arena  
 Operating Board to hire Jake Basken as the Arena Board Zamboni Driver for the 2023- 
 2024 season at the rate of $3,000.00/month.  CARRIED 
 
 ARENA ZAMBONI DRIVER – MEPP 
479-2023 SWEREDA – THIES N.: That Council approves the Town paying for Oct., Nov. & Dec’s.  
 MEPP municipal portion amounting to $810.00 ($270.00/month) which is the Arena  
 Board’s MEPP payment for the Arena Zamboni Driver, starting Jan. 1, 2024. Payments  
 will be remitted by the Town.  CARRIED 



 
 Thies R. left the meeting at 9:08 pm. 
 
 TENDER FOR WORK DONE AT THE SITE OF THE TOWN WATER WELL 
480-2023 JOHNSTON – THIES N.: That Council approves the revised tender amount of $9,975.00  
 (taxes included – GST $475.00) from JKA Enterprises Ltd. for the clean-up of the Town’s  
 water well site; elevation was built up around both well heads to ensure proper drainage  
 – these deficiencies were noted on the latest report from the Water Security Agency;  
 notification will be sent to the Water Security Agency that the work has been  
 completed.  CARRIED 
 
 3rd QUARTER PER DIEM PAYMENT 
481-2023 JOHNSTON – GALLANT: That Council approves the payment of Council’s 3rd Quarter  
 Indemnity payment.  CARRIED 
 
 NOTE: 
 Request from Churchbridge School to have sand put in their playground is not our  
 responsibility as we don’t have the equipment or sand to give them.  They should  
 approach the School Unit Board for their action on this request. 
 
 NOTE: 
 Upcoming attendance at the Nov. 7, 2023 RM of Churchbridge Council Mtg. at 10:00 am  
 by the Mayor and Relief CAO. 
 
 NOTE: 
 Churchbridge sign corridor payment request will be done for the Nov. Council mtg. 
 
 NOTE: 
 Administration will order a flashing light for the STOP sign at the East entrance railway  
 Crossing. 
  
 BYLAW #2023-012 – Consolidated Operation of Vehicles & Parking Bylaw 
482-2023 THIES N. – JAMES: That Bylaw #2023-012, being a Consolidated Operation of Vehicles &  
 Parking Bylaw, be introduced and read for the first time.  CARRIED 
 
483-2023 JAMES - THIES N.: That Bylaw #2023-012, being a Consolidated Operation of Vehicles &  
 Parking Bylaw, be read for a second time.  CARRIED 
 
484-2023 GALLANT - SWEREDA: That Bylaw #2023-012, being a Consolidated Operation of  
 Vehicles & Parking Bylaw, be given permission to have a third reading at this Council  
 Mtg.                                                                                                       CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
485-2023 THIES N. – SWEREDA: That Bylaw #2023-012, being a Consolidated Operation of Vehicles 

& Parking Bylaw, be read a third time; that the approved copy of this Bylaw be attached 
to and form part of these Minutes.  CARRIED 

 
 MAYOR’S FORUM 
 NOTE: Pedestrian Crossing at Rankin Rd. is more than we expected but is needed – grant  



 covered 100% of cost. 
  
 NOTE: Highway’s is currently working on Highway 80 near Esterhazy at the Highway 22  
 intersection. He will be checking with the Department of Highways to see what the  
 status is of Churchbridge’s requests for turning lanes on Highway 16. 
   
 NOTE: There is a site infraction of trees impeding the sight line at the new flashing light  
 intersection – he will talk with ratepayer and get the trees cut back. 
 
 PUBLIC’S FORUM 
 NOTE: West intersection coming into Town seems to be squishing out and getting  
 narrower and harder to navigate – larger, heavier trucks have been using this  
 intersection instead of going to the Heavy Haul Route – signs are needed. 
 
 NOTE: Gravel is also needed on the West intersection coming into Town – RM or Town? 
  
 NOTE: Thingvalla road - is a culvert beneath the road caving in, as a dip is forming in the  
 road? 
  
 SPONSORSHIP OF A GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS SUPPER 
486-2023 SWEREDA – THIES N.: That Council sponsor a gift for the upcoming Community  
 Christmas Party on Nov. 24, 23; cost will be under $50.00.  CARRIED 
 
 IN CAMERA SESSION OF COUNCIL: 
487-2023 THIES N. – JAMES: That Council states that the time being 9:36 pm,   
 the Special Meeting of Council will be adjourned to an “In Camera” Meeting Session. 
           CARRIED 
 
488-2023 OUT OF IN CAMERA SESSION OF COUNCIL:  
 THIES N. - JAMES: That Council states that the time being 10:14 pm, that the  
 “In Camera” meeting is concluded and the Regular Meeting of Council is resumed. 
           CARRIED 
 
 NOTE: That the time being after 10:00 pm that the Council Mtg. continue. 
 
 ADVERTISEMENT FOR AN ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
489-2023 JAMES – THIES N.: That Council approves the placement of an advertisement for a  
 Administrative Assistant at the office; job will be full time, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm closed  
 from 12:00 – 1:00, Monday to Friday; wage depends upon education  
 or years of work experience.  CARRIED 
 
 ADJOURNMENT  
490-2023 JOHNSTON – GALLANT: That Council approves the adjournment of this meeting. (10:17) 

  CARRIED 
 
 NEXT COUNCIL MTG. WILL BE NOVEMBER 20, 2023 AT 7:00 PM. 
 
 



 _____________________________                    ________________________ 
 
 Administrator                                                           Mayor         
 

  


