
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
CHURCHBRIDGE HELD IN THE CHURCHBRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE DINING ROOM 
LOCATED AT 116 VINCENT AVE. IN CHURCHBRIDGE, SK. ON SEPT. 18, 2023. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Present: Mayor- Bill Johnston 
   Councillor- Russ Thies  
                             Councillor- Jody Antosh-Cusitar 
   Councillor- Jim Gallant - absent 
    Councillor- Terissa James  
    Councillor- Tracy Swereda – by Telephone 
    Councillor- Nick Thies 
 
    Relief Administrator – Debra Shaw 
    Assistant Administrator – Tasha Hykawy 
   
CALL TO ORDER: 
A quorum being present Mayor B. JOHNSTON called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Mayor acknowledged the we are on Treaty 4 Land. 
 
Mayor extended the Town’s congratulations to Bombardier Jonathan E. Gables, CD, 
upon his retirement from the Canadian Armed Forces after 18 years of service. 

  
AGENDA: 

427-2023 THIES N. – THIES R.: That Council approves the agenda as attached. CARRIED 
 
 MINUTES: 
428-2023: THIES N. – JAMES: That Council approves the Special Council Meeting minutes from 

August 21, 2023 as presented.  CARRIED 
 
  COMMUNICATIONS: 
429-2023 THIES N. - JAMES: That Council approves the list of correspondence. CARRIED 
 
 INFORMATION FROM COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. Administration will be responding to the email asking about business opportunities 
in town. 

   
 REPORTS: 
430-2023 THIES N. – ANTOSH-CUSITAR: That Council accepts the reports from the Town of  
 Churchbridge standing committees, the Administration report and the Foreman’s  
 Report.  CARRIED 
 
  
 
 
 



 
 INFORMATION FROM REPORT’S: 
 COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES:    

1. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION: Nothing to Report 

2. PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

 -      Fire Department: Terissa James – Notified Fire Dep’t of Decommissioning of  

Landfill starting Oct. 1, 2023. 

- OH&S: Nick Thies – Nothing to Report 

- Bylaw Enforcement: Bill Johnston, Jody Antosh-Cusitar, Nick Thies, & Terissa 

James – Dealing with 2 long term offenders and working with them to clean 

up sites.  

3. TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE:  Nothing to Report  

4. ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT:  Landfill decommissioning starting Oct. 1, 2023; 

Transfer site to be moved to front of site – encountering a lot of buried debris so 

will get decommissioning contractor to help relocate debris and pack ground for 

new site. 

5. PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:   

- Churchbridge Business Association: Terissa James & Nick Thies – Nothing to 

Report 

- Community Economic Development Committee: Nick Thies and Terissa 

James – Established business wanting to relocate to Town – Admin. will 

provide them list of vacant commercial property. 

- Parkland Municipal Development Committee/Area Meetings: Vacant 

- Enriched Housing: Nick Thies – Nothing to Report 

- School Liaison: Terissa James – Nothing to Report 

6. RECREATION & CULTURE:    

- Arena Operating Board: Tracy Swereda – Board will be purchasing a double 

door refrigerator; boards at north end of arena need to be replaced; is Town 

willing to help with extra costs of having a Senior Men’s Hockey Team? 

Bring back to next Council Mtg. as New Business  

- Recreation Board: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report 

- Library Board: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report 

- Aquatic Centre: Jody Antosh-Cusitar – upcoming yearend mtg. on Sept. 19, 

2023; Western Recreation here Sept. 20 and Sherri here Sept. 21, 2023. 

- Walking Path: Russ Thies – Nothing to Report 

- Cemetery Committee: Bill Johnston/Jim Gallant – Nothing to Report 

- Campground Committee: Russ Thies – Nothing to Report 

- Friends and Family Community Foundation: Tracy Swereda – Nothing to 

Report 

- Churchbridge in Bloom: Terissa Prince – Nothing to Report 

- Evergreen Club: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report 

 



7. UTILITIES: One of the Distribution pumps has given out – put on New Business for 

this meeting; Water Record reporting is great now with new Foreman – keep up the 

great work. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

1. Parkland Regional Library: Bill Johnston, Verna Brenner – Nothing to Report 

2. Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Ass.: Russ Thies – Nothing to Report 

3. East Central Transportation Planning: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report 

4. ECTPC Executive Council: Bill Johnston – Attended a Mtg. 
5. Parkland Municipal Development Committee/Area Meetings: Vacant 

6. Yellowhead Highway Association: Bill Johnston has spoken to the Dep’t of Highways 

about the overhead pedestrian crossing lights at the Hwys 16 & 80 intersection.  

Possible solution being considered are short paved walkway’s to the light posts, 

making the activation button accessible to all.  

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORT 

1. Schedule for Council Mtgs., Strategic Planning Mtgs. and upcoming educational 

sessions has been given to Council. 

2. Schedule on work done for Town of Churchbridge has been given to Council. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

1. Distribution pump has broken – Council will add a purchase of a new pump to this 

Council meeting’s agenda. 

2. Water Security Agency – Waterworks Compliance Inspection Report indicates that 

grading is required around the wellhead and the casing is to be extended – Foreman 

will get a quote for this work. An Assiniboine Watershed Authority Grant of 

$5,000.00 will go towards this project. 

  

 LIST OF ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL: 
431-2023: SWEREDA - THIES N. - JAMES: That Council approves the list of accounts for:  

1. Cheques # 13604-13705 - minus cheque #13675 & #13676 – Total - $228,197.57 
2. Utility payments of $9,769.17; 
3. Subtotal = $237,966.74.      CARRIED 

 
 Mayor Johnston declared a pecuniary interest and left the room. 
 
 DEPUTY-MAYOR ASSUMES THE CHAIR 
432-2023 JAMES – THIES N.: That Council appoints the Deputy Mayor as the chairman of this  
 meeting.        CARRIED 
 
433-2023 THIES N. – SWEREDA: That Council approves the payment of cheque #13675 & #13676 in  
 the amount of $284.93 for a Grand Total of $238,251.67.  CARRIED 
  
 Mayor Johnston returned to the meeting and assumed the chair of this meeting. 



 

 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
434-2023: JAMES - THIES N.: That Council approves the Financial Statement and Bank  
 Reconciliation for the month of July 2023.    CARRIED  
  

  Councillor Swereda lost telephone connection at 8:02 pm 

  

NEW BUSINESS: 
SIGNING OF LANDFILL DECOMMISSIONING DOCUMENTS – HIRING A CONTRACTOR 

435-2023: THIES N. - JAMES: That Council approves the Mayor and one of the Administration Team 
signing all tender documents for the Landfill project.  CARRIED 

 
 TOWN OF CHURCHBRIDGE SIGN CORRIDOR 
436-2023: JOHNSTON – ANTOSH-CUSITAR: That Council approves applying a credit to all companies  
 who have signs in the Town of Churchbridge sign corridor as little maintenance was  
 done on them this year; credit applies to companies that have already paid the fee for  
 2023; credit will be applied to the costs for the 2024 year.  CARRIED 
  
 COMPLAINT FORM 
437-2023: JOHNSTON – ANTOSH-CUSITAR: That Council instructs Administration to reply to the  
 complainant that the generator at the location given is running within operational  
 scope and the noise does not exceed any of the Town’s existing Bylaws, or Provincial  
 and Federal laws.  CARRIED 
 
 SASKPOWER @ CEDAR CRES. 
438-2023: THIES N. – JAMES: That Council approves SaskPower’s decision to place their powerline  
 in the back alley for the Cedar Crescent Development Project.  CARRIED 
 
 505 THINGVALLA ROAD 
439-2023: THEIS N. - JAMES: That Council approves directing the Administrator to prepare a draft  
 bylaw and public notice for changes to the Zoning Bylaw; change will be to Section 6.5.1  
 (a) Permitted Uses.       CARRIED 
 
 CHURCHBRIDGE CURLING CLUB 
440-2023: THIES R. – THIES N.: That Council approves the payment of a $100.00 invoice to the  
 Churchbridge Curling Club for in-ice advertising for the 2023-2024 curling season. 
           CARRIED 
 
 CHURCHBRIDGE LIONS CLUB 
441-2023: JAMES – THIES N.: That Council approves the payment of a $50.00 invoice to the  
 Churchbridge Lions Club for an advertisement in the Churchbridge Lions 2024  
 Community Calendar.       CARRIED 
 
 213 PROTHERO AVE. 
442-2023 THIES R. – ANTOSH-CUSITAR: That Council approves directing the Administrator to  
 prepare a draft bylaw and public notice for changes to the Zoning Bylaw; change will be  
 to the Zoning Bylaw Map.      CARRIED 



 
 NOTE: Change from commercial assessment to residential assessment will also have to
 be done on this property – Notify SAMA.  
  
 UMAAS REGIONAL MEETING 
443-2023 JAMES – THIES N.: That Council approves the attendance of the Assistant Administrator  
 at the upcoming regional UMAAS mtg. in Yorkton, Sk. on October 12, 2023; all necessary  
 expenses will be paid.       CARRIED 
 
 SPRAYING OF ELM TREES 
444-2023: JAMES - THIES N.: That Council approves cancelling the spraying of elm trees for  
 Dutch Elm Disease for the 2023 year; Council will look at it next year to judge its  
 continuance.        CARRIED 
 
 PURCHASE OF DESK FOR OFFICE 
445-2023: JOHNSTON – THIES R.: That Council approves the purchase of a desk and office chair for  
 the office; purchase price will not be over $1,500.00.   CARRIED 
 
  
 NOTE:   
 Administration is looking into options for the replacement of the reception desk.   
 Council suggested contacting local companies for solutions.  
 
 NOTE: 
 Administration will continue to look for a better price for a laptop computer. 
 
 MUNISOFT CLASSES FOR ADMINISTRATION 
446-2023:  JAMES – THIES N.: That Council approves the Assistant Administrator attending the  
 upcoming Munisoft workshops at the cost of $109.00/class.  CARRIED 
 
 QUOTE FOR LIBRARY 
447-2023: JAMES – THIES N.: That Council approves the quote from Vetted HVAC Services for work  
 to be done at the library; work consists of jack hammering existing floor to replace 65  
 feet of existing sewer line and then to replace the concrete that was jack hammered out  
 with new concrete; price is $12,709.50 (Taxes are included).  CARRIED 
  
 SPORTS GROUND FENCE REMOVAL REQUEST  
448-2023: ANTOSH-CUSITAR - THIES N.: That Council approves the 2nd fence on the 6th diamond at  
 the sports ground being removed; committee will remove the fence at no charge to the  
 Town.          CARRIED 
 
 NOTE: 
 Administration will request 3 quotes from contractors who do tree removal; quotes will  
 be brought back to the October Council Mtg.; the tree removal is in response to the  
 Living Environmental Study done on 117 trees within the boundary of the Town of  
 Churchbridge and the removal of 8 trees that have tested positive for Dutch Elm  
 Disease. 
 



Councillor Swereda was contacted at 8:37 pm for her response to how Council was 
addressing each other at a Council Mtg. 
 
Councillor Swereda lost connection at 8:40 pm 

 
 NOTE: 
 Council will continue to address each other by their first names at a Council Mtg. 
  
 PUBLIC FORUM: 

1. Upcoming Landfill project was discussed – cost of project should come in under the 
projected $1,242,450 budget with a 40% federal contribution, a 33.3% provincial 
contribution and a 27.7% town contribution. 

2. New Transfer Station – we are working around past problems with the placement of 
the transfer site with the help of the new contractor and their equipment.  

3. Bouquet given to Council regarding the brush and tree removal on the East entrance 
to the Town by the railway tracks – greatly improved the site line of the rail line.  

4. Bouquet given to Council regarding the improved quality of the minutes. 
5. Discussion on the Library Job – concerned ratepayer will bring us more information. 

 
 IN CAMERA SESSION OF COUNCIL: 
449-2023 THIES R. – THIES N.: That Council states that the time being 9:00 pm, that  
 the Special Meeting of Council be adjourned to an “In Camera” Meeting Session.  
           CARRIED 
 
450-2023 OUT OF IN CAMERA SESSION OF COUNCIL:  
 THIES N. - JAMES: That Council states that the time being 9:22 pm, that the  
 “In Camera” meeting is concluded and the Regular Meeting of Council is resumed. 
           CARRIED 
 
 ADJOURNMENT  
451-2023 JOHNSTON – THIES N.: That Council approves the adjournment of this meeting. (9:27) 

  CARRIED 
 
 NEXT MTG. OF COUNCIL WILL BE SEPT. 28, 2023 – STRATEGIC AND LONG-TERM 

PLANNING AT 7:00 PM. 
 
 NEXT COUNCIL MTG. WILL BE OCTOBER  16, 2023 AT 7:00 PM. 
 
 
 _____________________________                    ________________________ 
 
 Administrator                                                           Mayor            
 

  

 

 


