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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
CHURCHBRIDGE HELD IN THE CHURCHBRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE DINING ROOM
LOCATED AT 116 VINCENT AVE. IN CHURCHBRIDGE, SK. ON FEBRUARY 20, 2024.

ATTENDANCE:
Present: Mayor- Bill Johnston
Councillor- Russ Thies
Councillor- Terissa James arrived at 7:16pm
Councillor- Tracy Swereda
Councillor- Nick Thies
Councillor — James Zelmer

Mentor Administrator — Debra Shaw
Administrator — Tasha Hykawy

CALL TO ORDER:
A quorum being present Mayor B. JOHNSTON called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Mayor acknowledged that we are on Treaty 4 Land.

Condolences were given to the family of Gil Boyle on the news of his passing. Gil was the
Mayor of Churchbridge from 1974-1981.

AGENDA:
THIES N- ZELMER: That Council approves the agenda as amended to include the
following items:
1. Under In Camera: T4's
2. Under reports: Garbage bins
CARRIED

COUNCIL MINUTES:
SWEREDA — THIES N.: That Council approves the Council Meeting minutes from January
22, 2024 as presented. CARRIED

COMMUNICATIONS:
THIES R. — SWEREDA: That Council approves the list of correspondence.
CARRIED

REPORTS:

THIES N.- JAMES: That council accepts the reports from the Town of Churchbridge

standing committees, the Administration report and the Foreman’s report.
CARRIED

INFORMATION FROM REPORTS:
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES:
1. PROTECTIVE SERVICES:
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Nick Thies — From the Fire Department meeting:

It was mentioned to the Town office to make sure that the firefighters are
covered under the WCB due to increased health risk for airborne
carcinogens. The Fire Department will be reminded to forward updated list
of members to the Town Office.

Clarification of the budget and slush fund. The Fire Department would like
to have a slush fund to make purchases. Administration will consult with the
auditor and invite the Fire Department to a budget meeting.

Honorable mention to the Churchbridge Fire Department from Wayne
Rodgers, the Saskatchewan Fire Marshall for being proactive in training.
With mention of the Fire Department being used as a model in
Saskatchewan.

Bylaw Enforcement: Bill Johnston, Nick Thies, & Terissa James — The bylaw
committee met with the owners of the two problem dogs. This situation will
continue to be monitored for owner compliance. Review of the Town’s dog
bylaw to happen in the future.

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE:

James Zelmer and Jim Gallant — Nothing to report.

ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT:

Russ Thies and Jim Gallant — Nothing to report.

PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:

Community Economic Development Committee: Nick Thies and Terissa

James — Reminder of the bonfire for the community on February 24", 2024
from 1-3 in the afternoon.

Churchbridge Business Association: Nick Thies and Terissa James — From the
Churchbridge Association Meeting:

Many new ideas were mentioned. The Town administration will have to
inquire to our insurance about having bouncy castles on town property for
liability reasons as some business insurances don’t allow this.

Ideas of duties for the new Town Office position of a welcome wagon for
new residents and a new baby package.

Mention of ways to advertise the Christmas Dinner better for a more well
attended event.

The formation of a June Daze Committee to encourage more and different
volunteers and better community involvement.

Parkland Municipal Development Committee/Area Meetings: Bill Johnston —
Noting to report.

Enriched Housing: James Zelmer — Nothing to Report

School Liaison: Bill Johnston — Nothing to Report

RECREATION & CULTURE:
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Arena Board: Tracy Swereda — The rink hosted a couple of hockey
tournaments and the season is coming to an end. The Arena Board would
still like to meet with the Town.

Recreation Board: James Zelmer — Kendra Patzwald is the new chair of the
Rec Board.

Library Board: Bill Johnston — A new librarian will have to be found; the
current librarian is planning to retire at the end of April.

Aquatic Centre: Terissa James — The pool season will begin soon and a
meeting will have to be set with the Pool Committee.

Walking Path: Russ Thies — Nothing to report.

Cemetery Committee: Jim Gallant —Nothing to report as absent.
Campground Committee: Russ Thies — Nothing to report.

Friends and Family Community Foundation: Bill Johnston — Nothing to
Report.

Churchbridge in Bloom: James Zelmer and Bill Johnston- A meeting was held
with 10 people present. Lyn Cayo and April Soloway will be co-chairs. A
meeting will need to be arranged with Town Staff for watering logistics.
UTILITIES: Tracy Swereda and Russ Thies — The water inspection report was
received. A good job to the foreman and staff for making very noticeable
strides in the WTP.

The roof is leaking, the Town has contacted a contractor and waiting on a
guote to fix the leaks.

Some residents have been writing about the smell of chlorine from their
taps on social media, if there is a complaint to the Town Office, it could be
arranged to take a water sample form their house for lab testing.

It was noticed that a residence has two garbage bins. The Town Office will
investigate.

SUMA: Jim Gallant: Nothing to Report as absent.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
1. Parkland Regional Library Board: Bill Johnston — Gary Yanke has been elected.

2. Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Ass.: Russ Thies — Nothing to report.

3. ECTPC Executive Council: Bill Johnston — There was a meeting in Balcarres, the roads
were too bad to attend.
4. Yellowhead Highway Association: Bill Johnston — There was a zoom meeting that

was attended. The focus is to get more Edmonton and Saskatoon involvement.

There is only 2 people on the board from Saskatchewan as well.

FOREMAN REPORT
The Delco service agreement quotation was brought to attention. Delco has one more

visit to clean the RO’s and after that Town Staff will complete these cleanings. Concern
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came up that if the WTP warranty is voided due doing our own cleaning and this is not
the case.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

WHISTLE BLOWER BYLAW

THIES N. — JAMES: That the Whistleblower Bylaw be tabled until the March Council
Meeting. CARRIED

PURCHASE OF TOWN LOT

JAMES- SWEREDA: That council directs administration to gather quotes to obtain a

survey for 435 Vincent Ave W and the building permit for 433 Vincent Ave W.
CARRIED

Councillor James requested a recorded vote at 8:18pm

TAX ABATEMENT
THIES N.- SWEREDA: That council abates 100% of the difference of taxable assessment
from the business expansion for 303 Bridger Ave for 2024.
In favour:
Bill Johnston
Russ Thies
Nick Thies
James Zelmer
Tracy Swereda
Opposed:
Terissa James
CARRIED

LIST OF ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL:

JAMES- SWEREDA: That Council approves the list of accounts for:

1. Cheques # 13955- 13984 & 13986- 14008.

2. Payroll amounts associated with cheques # 13961-13966 of $7585.09, # 13996-
14001 of $ 7792.76. Amounts for payroll do not show up on the List of Accounts,
due to being processed in Easy Pay.

3. Arena Kitchen cheques #873-882 — Totalling $9373.03

4. Arena Operating cheques #2259-2266 — Totalling $11,060.34
With above payments totalling $726,060.30

CARRIED

Mayor Johnston declare pecuniary interest on cheque 13985.

DEPUTY MAYOR ASSUMES THE CHAIR
JAMES- SWEREDA: That council appoints Deputy Mayor as chairman of the meeting.
CARRIED

THIES N- ZELMER: That council approves the payment of cheque #13985 in the amount
of $349.57, for a grand total of payments being $726,409.87.
CARRIED
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Mayor Johnston returned to the meeting and assumed chair of this meeting.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
THIES N. - SWEREDA: That Council approves the Bank Reconciliation and Financial
Statement for the month of January 2024.

CARRIED

THIES N. — THIES R.: That Council approves the Arena Bank Reconciliation and Financial
Statement for the month of January 2024. CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS:
PARKLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY BOARD MEMBER APPOINTMENT 2024
THIES N.- JAMES: That the Council approves Bill Johnston to be a member of the
Parkland Regional Library Board for 2024.
CARRIED

ARENA TERM DEPOST
THIES N - JAMES.: That the term deposit for the Arena be reinvested, based on the
Arena Board recommendation.

CARRIED

LIBRARY JANITOR TENDER
JOHNSTON- THIES N.: That the Library Janitor Tender be tabled until the March Council
Meeting.

CARRIED
FILES FOR DESTRUCTION
THIES N- ZELMER: That Council approves the list of files for destruction for the Arena
and that the list be forwarded to the Ministry.

CARRIED
LOT BEHING TOWN HALL PURCHASE INTEREST
NOTE: The town is interested in keeping the lot as is - due to the utility corridor and
garbage bin placement, maintaining the use of green space and potential zoning
requirement issues.

WTP BOOK LOOKOVER

THIES N- SWEREDA: That Council accepts the lookover of the WTP book. Every member
of council looked at the book.
CARRIED

TOWN OFFICE AND HALL PAINTING
THIES N - SWEREDA: That Council instructs administration to obtain tenders for the
Town Office and Hall painting.



057-2024

058-2024

059-2024

060-2024

061-2024

062-2024

063-2024

064-2024

CARRIED
VPN PURCHASE
THIES R. - ZELMER: that Council approves the purchase of a VPN for $1164 + shipping
and taxes.

CARRIED
FILING CABINETS PURCHASE
THIES R. — SWEREDA: That Council approves the purchase of 4 filing cabinets for
$5327.96, taxes and shipping are included.

CARRIED
PUBLIC FORUM
The following points were made from the public:
That the new library janitor be made aware that the basement leaks on south side.
To finalize the set up of the Transfer Site as it is in a low spot.
WTP status after the emergency on Dec 6,2023.
Advising the Town to seek legal advice for tax abatement on a property.

IN CAMERA SESSION OF COUNCIL:
THIES R. — THIES N.: That Council states that the time being 9:05 pm, the Meeting of
Council will be adjourned to an “In Camera” Meeting Session. CARRIED

OUT OF IN CAMERA SESSION OF COUNCIL:

THIES N. -JAMES: That Council states that the time being 10:08 pm, that the

“In Camera” meeting is concluded and the Regular Meeting of Council is resumed.
CARRIED

NOTE: That the time being after 10:00 pm that the Council Mtg. continue.

HALL JANITOR
THIES R- THIES N.: That the town seek to hire temporary janitorial help for the Hall at a
rate of $17.00 per hour. CARRIED

CONTRACT and POLICY CHANGES
THIES R- JAMES: That the contract and policy changes discussion be tabled until the
March Council Meeting. CARRIED

COUNCIL INDEMNITY BOOKS

THIES N.- THIES R.: That council approves the use of Council Indemnity Books where all
meetings attended will be written down and submitted to administration on a monthly
basis. CARRIED

ADJOURN
JAMES - SWEREDA: That Council approves the adjournment of this meeting at 10:10pm.
CARRIED



NEXT COUNCIL MTG. WILL BE MARCH 18, 2024 AT 7:00 PM.

Administrator Mayor



