
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
CHURCHBRIDGE HELD IN THE CHURCHBRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE DINING ROOM 
LOCATED AT 116 VINCENT AVE. IN CHURCHBRIDGE, SK. ON SEPTEMBER  16 2024. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Present: Mayor- Bill Johnston 
   Councillor- James Zelmer  
    Councillor- Terissa James  
    Councillor- Tracy Swereda  
    Councillor- Nick Thies  
    Councillor – Russ Thies arrived at 8:42pm 
    Councillor – James Gallant 
 
    Administrator – Natasha Hykawy  
        
 
   
CALL TO ORDER: 
A quorum being present Mayor B. Johnston called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Mayor Johnston acknowledged that we are on Treaty 4 Land. 

 
AGENDA: 
 

258-2024 GALLANT – JAMES: That Council approves the agenda presented. 
  CARRIED 

 
 COUNCIL MINUTES: 
 
259-2024 JAMES - SWEREDA: That Council approves the Council Meeting minutes from August 19, 

2024. 
          CARRIED  
 

 BUSINESS ARISING FROM COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 LIST OF CORRESPONDENCE 
260-2024 THIES N. – SWEREDA: That Council accepts the list of correspondence. 
   CARRIED 
 AUCTION SIGN REQUEST: 
261-2024 GALLANT – THIES N.: That Council approves the request to place an auction sign on the 

corner of Highways 80 and 16.   CARRIED 
 
 CHURCHBRIDGE IMPERIALS SPONSORSHIP: 
262-2024 SWEREDA - JAMES: That Council approves the request to become a platinum sponsor of 

the Churchbridge Imperials Senior Hockey Team for the 2024/2025 season at the cost of 
$500.00.   CARRIED 

 



 LIONS COMMUNITY CALENDAR ADVERTISEMENT: 
263-2024 THIES N.- SWEREDA: That an ad be placed in the 2025 Churchbridge Lions Community 

Calendar at a cost of $50.00.  CARRIED 
 
 ENGINER RETARDER BRAKES SIGN REQUEST 
264-2024 SWEREDA – THIES N.: That an application be sent to the Saskatchewan Ministry of 

Highways for the placement of 3 Engine Retarder Brakes Prohibited signs to be placed 
on Highway 16 East and Highway 80 North and South. 

   CARRIED 
 
 REPORTS: 
 
265-2024 JAMES - ZELMER.: That Council accepts the reports from the Town of Churchbridge  

standing committees, the Administration Report, the Foreman’s Report and Facilities Co-
ordinator Report. 

    CARRIED 
 
 INFORMATION FROM REPORTS: 
  
 COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES:    

1. PROTECTIVE SERVICES: 

-  Nick Thies – The Fire Department will make a presentation at the next 

meeting over nuisance fire calls.  

2. Bylaw Enforcement:  

- Terissa James, Nick Thies and Bill Johnston- A Meeting was held. It was 

decided to proceed with letters and warning letter to proceed with a fine. A 

swale was dug by Town staff on one property to aid in drainage. A swale 

was also done by a resident to aid in drainage in another area of Town.  

3. TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE:   

James Zelmer and Jim Gallant -Nothing to report. 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT:   

Russ Thies and Jim Gallant – The Transfer Site is lacking space, and ruts need 

to be smoothed out to allow doors to be open on the bins. 

5. PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:   

- Community Economic Development Committee: Terissa James & Nick 

Thies– Noting to Report 

- Churchbridge Business Association: Nick Thies- The CBA meeting is 

scheduled for next month. 

- Parkland Municipal Development Committee/Area Meetings: Bill Johnston – 

Nothing to report. 

- Enriched Housing: James Zelmer – Nothing to Report. 

- School Liaison: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report. 

6. RECREATION & CULTURE:    



- Arena Board: Tracy Swereda – The Arena Board and Minor Sports AGM was 

held on September 10th. Icemaking is to start at the end of September 

depending on weather. Each family is to volunteer 10 hours or pay 

$1000.00. The Arena Board would like a meeting with the Town, sometime 

in January. 

- Recreation Board: James Zelmer – Nothing to report. 

- Library Board: Bill Johnston – Nothing to report. 

- Aquatic Centre: Terissa James – The Pool is now closed for the season. This 

year was a positive, with not many complaints heard. 

- Walking Path: Russ Thies – Nothing to report. 

- Cemetery Committee: Jim Gallant – Nothing to report. 

- Campground Committee: Russ Thies – Nothing to report. 

- Friends and Family Community Foundation: Bill Johnston –Nothing to 

report. 

7. Churchbridge in Bloom: James Zelmer and Bill Johnston- Churchbridge in 

Bloom is wrapping up the summer season. 

8. UTILITIES:  Tracy Swereda and Russ Thies – The water book was passed 

around the Council Table. 

9. SUMA: Jim Gallant: Nothing to report. 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS: 

1. Parkland Regional Library Board: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report. 

2. Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Ass.: Russ Thies – Nothing to report. 

3. ECTPC Executive Council: Bill Johnston – Nothing to report. 
4. Yellowhead Highway Association: Bill Johnston – An update to the highway 80 

culvert replacement and that the work will not be finished this year. The contractor 

will be back to clean up the area. 

 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM REPORTS: 

 

LOTTERY BANK ACCOUNT: 

266-2024 THIES N – SWEREDA: That a bank account be created to deposit lottery funds for the 

Town.         CARRIED 

 

  WAGE REQUEST: 

267-2024 JAMES – SWEREDA: That effective immediately, the Facilities Coordinator – Britney 

Jenson receive a wage increase of $1.25 per/hr.      

         CARRIED 

 

  COMEDIAN FUNDRAISER: 

268-2024 JAMES – NICK: That Council approves a pool fundraiser on January 25, 2025 with 

comedian “Quick Dick McDick”.     CARRIED 



 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 
 LIST OF ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL: 
  

Mayor Bill Johnston appointed Tracey Swereda as chair of the meeting. 
 
Mayor Bill Johnston declared conflict of interest on cheque #14475 and left the dining 
room. 

 
269-2024 JAMES- THIES N.: That Council approves the list of accounts for:  

1. Cheques #14442-14516 Minus Cheque $14475 for $277.50– Totalling $153,261.52 
2. Payroll amounts associated with cheques #14442-14462 & #14479-14498 – Totalling 

$43,309.85. Amounts for payroll do not show up on the List of Accounts, due to 
being processed in Easy Pay. 

3. SaskPower Direct Withdrawal for Town facilities – Totalling $9,172.60. 
4. SaskEnergy Direct Withdrawal for Town facilities – Totalling $ 1010.29. 
5. Arena Cheque #2285 – Totalling $80.00. 
6. SaskEnergy, SaskPower and SaskTel Direct Withdrawal for the Arena – Totalling 

$700.16. 
With above payments subtotalling $207,534.42. 

          CARRIED 
 Mayor Bill Johnston returned to the dining room. 
 
 Mayor Bill Johnston resumed his position as chair of the meeting. 
 
270-2024 JAMES- THIES N.: That Council approves the payment of cheques #14475 of 277.50, with 

the grand total of list of accounts being $207,811.92.   CARRIED 
 
 

  
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, BANK RECONCILLIATION, BUDGETARY CONTROL & BANK 
STATEMENTS: 

   
  
271-2024 THIES N-JAMES.: That Council approves the Town and Arena Bank Reconciliation, 

Financial Statement, Budgetary Control and Bank Statement for the month of August 
2024.          CARRIED 

 
    

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

BUILDING PERMIT 681: 

272-2024 THIES N-JAMES:  That Council approves building permit 681, pending all setbacks 

requirements are met.       CARRIED 

 



  BUILDING PERMIT: 

273-2024 THIES R.- JAMES: That Council approves the Development and Building Permit #680, 

pending all set back requirements from the property pins are met.   

         CARRIED  

 

WATER & SEWER RATE BYLAW: 

274-2024 JAMES- SWEREDA: That the Water & Sewer Rate Bylaw 2024-001 be tabled until next 

meeting.        CARRIED 

 

  SIGN CORRIDOR: 

275-2024 THIES N.- JAMES: That the businesses in the sign corridor not be charged for 2024 and 
that the landowner where the signs are posted be paid rent in 2024.   
   CARRIED 

              

 DRAFT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: 

276-2024 GALLANT – THIES N.: That Council approves the 2023 draft financial statements. 

          CARRIED 

 Councillor Russ Thies joined the meeting at 8:42pm. 

 

 PUBLIC FORUM 

 

The following points were made from the public: 

- That the rate for garbage could go up with the removal of curbside recycling.  

- The placement of large recycling bins and how they would have to be monitored 

somehow. 

- The water base rate of 8000 gallons is too high for many. Investigating the rate 

and charges of bulk water usage on overage charges. 

- The sign corridor could be one consolidated sign. 

- Municipal tax abatements, could it less than 100%? 

- Public meeting to introduce candidates for the Municipal Election. 

 

 IN CAMERA SESSION OF COUNCIL: 
277-2024 JAMES- THIES N.: That Council states that the time being 8:49pm, the Meeting of Council 

will be adjourned to an “In Camera” Meeting Session.   CARRIED 
 
 A letter will be written from Administration for one culvert placement coordination. 
 
 Councillor Jim Gallant left the meeting at 9:40pm. 
 
 OUT OF IN CAMERA SESSION OF COUNCIL: 
278-2024 JAMES- THIES N.: That Council states that the time being 9:53pm, that the  
 “In Camera” meeting is concluded and the Regular Meeting of Council is resumed. 
           CARRIED 
 



 BACK-ALLEY TENDER: 
279-2024 JAMES – THIES N: That Diggers Excavation and Demolition 2006 Ltd. be awarded the 

Tender for lowering pipes and manholes of Vincent Ave back alley at a price of $365/m 
for new 200mm storm sewer installation and 4 catch basins at $1200 each plus 
applicable taxes.        CARRIED 

 
 BRUSH CUTTING TENDER: 
280-2024 THIES N.- TERISSA: That Terry Olm be awarded the Tender for brush cutting at $125 per 

hour plus applicable taxes.      CARRIED 
 
 DUTCH ELM TREE CUTTING TENDER: 
281-2024:  THIES N. – THIES R.: That Whisperin Jakes Tree Service be awarded the Tender for dutch 

elm tree removal for ten trees at a price of $11,350, plus applicable taxes. 
           CARRIED 
 

A letter will be sent in response to the Land for Sale Agreement, stating that the 
proposed build on the land does not meet the Town of Churchbridge Zoning Bylaw. 

  
 ADJOURN: 
282-2024 SWEREDA- JAMES.: That Council approves the adjournment of this meeting at 9:55pm. 

  CARRIED 
 
 The next Council Meeting will be held on October 21, 2024 at 7:00pm. 
 
 
 _____________________________                    ________________________ 
 
 Administrator                                                           Mayor         


