
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
CHURCHBRIDGE HELD IN THE CHURCHBRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE DINING ROOM 
LOCATED AT 116 VINCENT AVE. IN CHURCHBRIDGE, SK. ON OCTOBER 21 2024. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Present: Mayor- Bill Johnston 
   Councillor- James Zelmer  
    Councillor- Terissa James  
    Councillor- Tracy Swereda  
    Councillor- Nick Thies  
    Councillor – Russ Thies  
    Councillor – James Gallant 
 
    Administrator – Natasha Hykawy  
        
 
   
CALL TO ORDER: 
A quorum being present Mayor B. Johnston called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Johnston acknowledged that we are on Treaty 4 Land. 

 
AGENDA: 
 

283-2024 JAMES- THIES N.: That Council approves the agenda as amended to include: 
 Move to In Camera – Storefront Grant 
 Add to New Business- Code of Ethics 
 Add to In Camera- Audit 

  CARRIED 
 
 COUNCIL MINUTES: 
 
284-2024 GALLANT- ZELMER: That Council approves the Council Meeting minutes from September 

16 2024, as amended with the following: 
 Resolution 280-2024 shall read JAMES instead of TERISSA. 

Explanation -Mayor Bill Johnston appointed Tracey Swereda as chair of the meeting, 
shall be replaced with the correct spelling of Tracy. 
Explanation shall read - A letter will be sent in response to the Land for Sale Agreement, 
stating that the proposed build on the land does not meet the Town of Churchbridge 
Zoning Bylaw. As the proposed build was only a shop, with residence included. 

 
          CARRIED  
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
An End of Council Report was given by Terissa James. It outlined 8 points of 
recommendations and considerations for the next council. The points were in the areas 



of Financial Planning, Councillors, Council and Mayor reporting, Committees of Council, 
Drainage, Paving and Road Maintenance, Arena & Pool. 
 

 BUSINESS ARISING FROM COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 LIST OF CORRESPONDENCE 
285-2024 THIES N. – JAMES: That Council accepts the list of correspondence. 
   CARRIED 
 
 REPORTS: 
 
286-2024 JAMES – THIES N..: That Council accepts the reports from the Town of Churchbridge  

standing committees, the Administration Report, the Foreman’s Report and Facilities Co-
ordinator Report. 

    CARRIED 
 
 INFORMATION FROM REPORTS: 
  
 COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES:    

1. PROTECTIVE SERVICES: 
-  Nick Thies – An OH&S Tour was done in the Town Shop. Everything looked 

good and he was impressed with the state of the shop.  
2. Bylaw Enforcement:  
- Terissa James, Nick Thies and Bill Johnston- No updates to report from the 

last Council Meeting. 
3. TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE:   

James Zelmer and Jim Gallant -There is an engine retarder brakes prohibited 
sign on a speed sign, it belongs on its own post. 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT:   
Russ Thies and Jim Gallant – Town Staff can take gravel to the transfer site 
when trips are taken with machinery. More attention needs to be paid with 
clear bags and yard waste that is getting brought in.  

5. PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:   
- Community Economic Development Committee: Terissa James & Nick 

Thies– Seven applications for the storefront grant have been received. 
- Churchbridge Business Association: Nick Thies- – A CBA Meeting was held 

and attended. The CBA has no desire to maintain the sign corridor but is 
willing to give some money to consolidate and move signs. 

- Parkland Municipal Development Committee/Area Meetings: Bill Johnston – 
Nothing to report. 

- Enriched Housing: James Zelmer – Nothing to Report. 
- School Liaison: Bill Johnston – Nothing to Report. 
6. RECREATION & CULTURE:    



- Arena Board: Tracy Swereda – Ice is in at the arena, the warm weather was 
hard on icemaking, The Arena Board is asking for$ 26,000 for wages and 
$10,000 for an infrastructure reserve from the Town to be paid consistently 
every year. The facilities coordinator is applying for grants and doing well. 
Questioned how the wages of the arena workers will be paid. Being a 
contractor vs employee. Questioned liability, WCB and MEPP for arena 
workers. 

- Recreation Board: James Zelmer – Nothing to report. 
- Library Board: Bill Johnston – A soup and sandwich event was held at the 

library A meeting is coming up in Elfros on November 2nd, where the 2025 
levies will be set. 

- Aquatic Centre: Terissa James – Nothing to report. 
- Walking Path: Russ Thies – After his term is over Russ is willing to act as 

advisor for the walking path. 
- Cemetery Committee: Jim Gallant – Nothing to report. 
- Campground Committee: Russ Thies – Nothing to report. 
- Friends and Family Community Foundation: Bill Johnston –Nothing to 

report. 
7. Churchbridge in Bloom: James Zelmer and Bill Johnston- Nothing to Report. 
8. UTILITIES:  Tracy Swereda and Russ Thies – The water book was passed 

around the Council Table. A few visits were made to the Town Shop in the 
last few months. Recommendations were made for more policy suggestions 
from committees. It was explained that from a study done in the US and 
Western Canada, that due to our soil conditions less than 50% of the 
infrastructure life is used up and the weak spot can be found in bolts that 
have rusted away. 

9. SUMA: Jim Gallant: Nothing to report. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS: 
1. Parkland Regional Library Board: Bill Johnston – Updates on the Yorkton building 

and the potential of to propose Churchbridge as a meeting location in the future. 
2. Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Ass.: Russ Thies – The RM Correspondence is a 

disappointment. Expressed interest on staying active as a member with Assiniboine 
Watershed in the Future. 

3. ECTPC Executive Council: Bill Johnston – A meeting in Balcarres was had. Top ten 
priority highways were chosen with Highway 16 being number 1. 

4. Yellowhead Highway Association: Bill Johnston – A zoom meeting was held. Website 
has been updated, with the talk of extended memberships for communities not 
directly on the Yellowhead. They are working on getting Edmonton and Saskatoon 
to join. 

 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM REPORTS: 



 
ARENA BOARD PROPOSAL: 

287-2024 THIES N. – ZELMER: That the Arena Board funds proposal be tabled.   
         CARRIED 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
WATER & SEWER RATE BYLAW: 

  Councillor Swereda requested a recorded vote. 
 
288-2024 JAMES- GALLANT: That Bylaw #2024-001: Water & Sewer Rate Bylaw be read for the 

first time.          
 In Favor: 
 Councillor Gallant 
 Councillor James 
 Mayor Johnston 
 Councillor R. Thies 
 Councillor Zelmer 
 
 Opposed: 
 Councillor Swereda 
 Councillor N. Thies       CARRIED 
 
 
 LIST OF ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL: 
 
 
289-2024 THIES N.- JAMES.: That Council approves the list of accounts for:  

1. Cheques #14517-14628– Totalling $173,461.19 
2. Payroll amounts associated with cheques #14568-14575 & #14596-14603 – Totalling 

$22,001.74. Amounts for payroll do not show up on the List of Accounts, due to 
being processed in Easy Pay. 

3. Arena Cheque #2286-2291 & 896– Totalling $12,170.95  
With above payments subtotalling $207,633.88. 

          CARRIED 
 

  
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, BANK RECONCILLIATION, BUDGETARY CONTROL & BANK 
STATEMENTS: 

   
  
290-2024 ZELMER-JAMES.: That Council approves the Town and Arena Financial Statement, 

Budgetary Control and Bank Statement for the month of September 2024.  
          CARRIED 



 
    

NEW BUSINESS: 
Snow removal policy was tabled. Administration will meet with Councillor James and 
present recommendations at future Council Meeting. 
 
POLL LOCATION AND DATES 

291-2024 THIES N-GALLANT:  That the polling location #1 for the upcoming municipal election be 
the Churchbridge Community Centre, 116 Vincent Ave West in Churchbridge and the 
election times are as follows:  

 November 7th, 2024 from 5pm – 7pm, for an advance poll & 
 November 13th, 2024 from 9 am- 8pm. 

CARRIED 
 

  OSS CONTRACT REMEWAL: 
292-2024 THIES N.- JAMES: That the OSS Garbage and Recycling contract be renewed for five 

years.           
         CARRIED 

 
 The concrete blocks proposal be tabled. Administration will collect more information.  
 

FAMILY SWIM PASS REQUEST: 
293-2024 SWEREDA- THIES R.: That a Family Swim Pass be donated to the Churchbridge Daycare 

for their Dueling Pianos event.        
         CARRIED 

 
  CONCRETE FIX: 
294-2024 THIES N.- JAMES: That Jesse Valley be hired to fix to repair the concrete around the 

Hydrant on Vincent Avenue W in the amount of $6945.63 + applicable taxes.  
   CARRIED 

              
 MUNICIPAL FUNDING AGREEMENT: 
295-2024 THIES N.- SWEREDA: That the Canada Community-Building Fund Municipal Funding 

Agreement be signed.       CARRIED 
 
  BUILDING PERMIT 682: 
296-2024 THIES R.- JAMES: That building permit 682 be approved pending the building is placed 

where it meets all setback requirements.    CARRIED 
 
 IN ICE ADVERTISING: 



297-2024 GALLANT- ZELMER: That Council approves the request for in-ice advertising at the 
Churchbridge Curling Club for the 2024-2025 season for $100.00.   
         CARRIED 

 
 DRAINAGE STUDY: 
298-2024 JAMES- SWEREDA: That Council hires Assiniboine Watershed to conduct a LIDAR 

drainage study of the Town at the cost of $1000.00.     
         CARRIED 
 
ENGINE BRAKE SIGNS: 

299-2024 THIES R. -THIES N.: That the quote of $1677.95 from Ministry of Highways be accepted 
to put engine retarder on the south, east and west side of Town. 

         CARRIED 
 
 NEWSPAPER STORAGE REQUEST: 
 
 Deputy Mayor R. Thies was named chair of the Council Meeting 
 

Mayor Johnston declared a contact of interest and left the dining room of the 
Churchbridge Community Centre 

 
300-2024 THIES N.-JAMES: That Council accepts the request from Four- Town Printing to store 

Four-Town newspapers in the library basement.   CARRIED 
 
 Mayor Johnston returned to the dining room and resumed being chair of the Council 

Meeting 
 
  
PUBLIC FORUM 

 
The following points were made from the public: 

- The big culvert next to Highway 80 will be staying for the winter as the project is 
to resume next year. The rocks and gravel are to be moved by contractors in the 
near future. 

- Are there cameras on the garbage trucks to see the culprits of contaminated 
recycling? 

- That snow removal in the back alley of Vincent Ave W was neglected this past 
winter. 

- Farewell speeches 
 

 IN CAMERA SESSION OF COUNCIL: 



301-2024 JAMES- SWEREDA.: That Council states that the time being 9:43pm, the Meeting of 
Council will be adjourned to an “In Camera” Meeting Session.    
          CARRIED 

   
 NOTE: That the time being after 10:00 pm that the Council Mtg. continue. 
 
 OUT OF IN CAMERA SESSION OF COUNCIL: 
302-2024 JAMES- THIES N.: That Council states that the time being 10.04pm, that the  
 “In Camera” meeting is concluded and the Regular Meeting of Council is resumed. 
           CARRIED 
 
 STOREFRONT GRANT: 
303-2024 THIES N.- JAMES: That the following businesses receive the following amounts for the 

Economic Storefront Grant: 
 Churchbridge Co-op - $500.00 
 Churchbridge Credit Union- $500.00 
 80 Route Massage- $2500.00 
 Rum of the Mill- $1500.00      CARRIED 
 
 PRESSURE WASHER PURCHASE: 
304-2024 ZELMER- THIES R.: That a pressure washer be purchased for $9289.12 + applicable taxes. 

          CARRIED 
  
 ADJOURN: 
305-2024 JOHNSTON- THIES R.: That Council approves the adjournment of this meeting at 

10:08pm.    
  CARRIED 

 
 The next Council Meeting will be held on November 18, 2024 at 7:00pm. 
 
 
 _____________________________                    ________________________ 
 
 Administrator                                                           Mayor         


